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Overview of Research and Evaluation Expertise

· Research Foci: Early STEM learning and technology integration; K–12 literacy; use of technology as a tool to support K–12 learning particularly for students at risk for academic difficulty due to economic circumstances, disability or poor educational expriences; using digital tools to support professional development; use of technology as a tool to support the collection and use of data to inform instruction and support teacher learning
· Development and implementation of rigorous formative and summative program evaluations that provide usable, real-time information to program developers and implementers
· Project leadership and management for complex, mixed-methods research studies

· Utilization of case studies and other clear, compelling online and print formats to present research findings to stakeholders

Current Position

Research Scientist, Technology Research and Development—Learning and Teaching Division, Center for Children and Technology, EDC

Selected Research experience
Co-Pi and director of formative research: Ready To Learn (10/1/2015 – present). This five-year formative and summative evaluation i continues the work of EDC’s prior summative evaluation work examining Ready To Learn content, and extends the this effort to include formative and summative evaluation activities. These support the ongoing development of educationally-targeted video, digital and hands-on activity content direted at young children to support two-generational science and informational text learning. The project also supports formative and summative evaluation of community outreach efforts made by public television stations across the country, and examines efforts to support science learning among young children and their care providers in homes and informal learning settings, setting the stage for later academic success.
Principal Investigator, StarWalk formative evaluation, SBIR Phase 1 and Phase 2 (9/14 – 12/16).  This short and focused set of studies provided formative data to developers of the StarWalk digital tool designed to support collaborative writing in science contexts for elementary and middle grade students.  Researchers developed two pilot experiences, recruited and supported  teachers, and observed and collected student products during pilot implementations to inform the continuing development of this digital tool, and delivered recommendations and suggested next steps within the production timeframe for both Phase 1 and Phase 2 funding.

Principal Investigator, Be A Scientist (1/14 – 10/15).  This evaluation seeks to identify the impact of an informal family science program on elementary student’s science learning and overall attitudes towards learning.  Researchers collect observational, survey and interview data from educators, parents, volunteer engineering student teachers, and school staff to inform evaluation findings. Funded by the National Science Foundation.
Project Director, Sesame Workshop Evaluation (2011 – 2016). This work covers a series of studies that examine the impact of Sesame programming on children and teachers in early learning settings.  The programs target early math, science and literacy skills that are integrated with digital tools such as streaming video, DVDs and digital games.  The studies seek to provide program developers about impact on students, teachers and parents, and formative feedback to designers seeking to improve program delivery and content.  Funded by Sesame Workshop.

Project Director, Ready To Learn (10/2010 – 9/2015).  This five-year evaluation project examines the impact of trans-media including video, games, and portable digital devices, on early reading and mathematics skills for Pre-Kindergarten and early elementary aged children.  The project includes several national studies examining the role and impact of trans-media on children’s math and reading skill development, and also on teachers’ use of digital tools to support early learning in these areas. Funded by the US Department of Education.

Project Director, Lawrence Hall of Science, Seeds of Science/Roots or Reading (1020/11 – present). This four year formative and process evaluation project supports the extension to middle grades of an elementary grade science curriculum that integrates literacy supports in to science content.  The project draws on digital resources through using tablets to support teachers as then engage their students in science discussions, reading and writing activities. Funded by the National Science Foundation, DRK-12 program.

Content Developer, Center for Instructional Technology in Education (CITEd), (10/2010 – 9/2013).  This multi-year project is developing a website targeting education teams that are working to integrate technology to support middle grade students with disabilities in Literacy and other content areas. Funded by the Institute for Educational Sciences, US Department of Education.

Literacy advisor, Portable Word Play (1/2010 – 11/2011).  This development project is creating games to support vocabulary instruction for middle grade students who are struggling readers.  The games address word knowledge, flexibility and an understanding that some words have multiple meanings.  Funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation
Literacy Advisor, Super Sleuths and the National Center for Educational Technology (2008–2012). This five-year development and research project is creating electronic gaming environments for middle grade students in grade level science content. A focus will be the development of scaffolding to support struggling readers to access grade level science activities and to engage in science reading.

Project Director, The State Role in Adolescent Literacy Improvement: Case Studies of Systemic State Policy Development and Implementation (2007–2008). Led this project to identify states representing innovative policy approaches to supporting adolescent literacy. Findings were presented in case studies targeted to educators implementing new adolescent literacy programming within districts and schools. 
Project Director, The repurposing of a medical simulation model to examine literacy and illiteracy in communities (2006–2008). Led this effort to examine the feasibility of repurposing a computer simulation model, currently in use in the field of public health, to examine factors that impede or support the development of literacy within communities. The effort drew upon large-scale datasets and engaged experts from multiple disciplines to inform the planning and testing of this simulation model.

Project Coordinator, Ready To Learn (2005–2010). This five-year evaluation sought to examine, through a national randomized controlled trial study, whether educational television programming, accompanying computer-based games, and associated print materials can have a positive impact on young children’s early reading skills. Findings were shared in online and print reports and briefs.

Project Director, Strategy Tutor Evaluation (2004–2005). Conducted pilot testing in middle grade classrooms in three states of a Web-based tool designed to support struggling middle grade readers to conduct academic research using the World Wide Web. 

Project Director, New Mexico Reading First Evaluation (2003–2010). Lead this seven-year project to conduct summative and formative evaluations of New Mexico’s K–3 Reading First program implementation. Direct two focused studies examining the role of Reading First in the development of literacy skills among American Indian students and the role of hand-held computer technology to support student assessment activities and teachers’ use of student assessment data. 

Project Director, Regional Educational Technology Assistance (RETA) Initiative Challenge Grant Evaluation (1998–2003). Led this five-year, statewide formative evaluation project to examine the RETA model for providing professional development to support teachers in the integration of technology applications into classroom settings. 
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	Bank Street College of Education
	
	Reading/Literacy and Language Related Learning Disabilities Specialization
	M.S.Ed.–1992



	Scripps College
	
	American and British Literature
	B.A.–1985


Related Professional Experience

· National Reading Conference—Reviewer of proposals

· American Educational Research Association—Reviewer of proposals

· Twin Hills Unified School District—School Board Member, 2009-2013
· Friends of North Bay Reginal Center Foundation – Board member, 2016 - present
